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any meaning at all, it is the direct negative of the motion which is before the
Council, and I therefore lule the amendment out of order and put the original
question to the Council."

The Hon'hle BABU BHTJPENDEANATH BASTJ : " Sir, _ if ^ an amendment
is out of order, is a discussion upon it permissible, and is it permissible to
rule an amendment out of order after discussion has been allowed ? "

TEG PELSIDENT : " I cannot alter the ruling on the question; it is not
open to doubt. I will again put the question."

The motion was put and agreed to.

PRELIMINARY REMARKS.

THE PRESIDENT: " Before we proceed to a discussion of the Financial
Statement I wish, to make ?ome remarks which may be of assistance to Hon'ble
Members who have resolutions upon the paper/ The Financial Statement
is laid before this Council for definite purposes which are stated in the rule, and
the discussion of it ought to be confined to these purposes. Thus, when an
Hon'ble Member proposes a reduction under any head of expenditure, he
ought to explain how the reduction is to be effected, and how it is to take^ effect
in the year to which this Financial Statement relates. If the change which he
proposes necessitates any change in the policy of Government, it is open to him
to discuss that policy. It is not however open to him to enter upon questions
of general administrative action and policy. The resolutions on the Financial
Statement must in short be genuine financial resolutions. They must not be
used merely as devices for raising- debates in Councils upon subjects which are
not connected with tho aulteiguce of the resolution. Government have no wish
to stifle discussion, but Hon'ble Members have full opportunity to move
resolutions on questions of general public interest and at the last stage of the
budget discussion to raise discussion regarding the general financial policy of
Government. But it is very necessary that the discussion of the Financial State-
ment should not be us-ed for purposes other than those which they are intended
to serve. I hope that I shall have the support of the Council in maintaining
this principle. It is absolutely necessary if the Financial Statement is to be
discussed in a practical and business-like manner."

The Hon'ble Mu. GOKHALE : {* May I ask, Sir, in order to be clear in
my own mind as to what you have said, whether the kind of discussion that
was permitted last year is to be permitted this year or not. If you will refer
to the proceedings of last year, you will find that Members were allowed to
propose reductions under certain heads and then bring up the financial aspects
about tho&e 3ieads in this Council. Of course, if we touch upon larger questions
of policy, we >hould be ruled out of order. But if we confine ourselves to the
financial aspects of a question, we are clearly in order. This is what was done
last year, and I would like to know whether it would or would not be permitted
this year. "

THE PRESIDENT : " Last year we were at the beginning of things and
possibly some degree of laxity was permitted. But this year I do think that
it is very necessary that we should, in dealing with the Financial Statement,
limit ourselves to financial questions and merely to financial subjects as they
are given in the Financial Statement. Under the rules each resolution must
relate to a definite entry in the Financial Statement. Tinder another rule the
discussion must be confined to the subject to which the resolution relates. If
these two provisions are read together, I thiuk it will be evident that the
discussion of the Financial Statement is only intended to extend to the
entries in the Financial Statement for the year which we are discussing.
As I have said, if incidentally in proposing alterations in any entry in the
Financial Statement it becomes necessary to discuss the policy of Government
a, change of which will be necessary to give effect to a proposal which an
Hon'ble ^ Member may make, then the discussion of that policy would
be quite m order. But what I think would be objectionable would be to raise